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^5 (57) Abstract; A high frequency driver for a gas discharge lamp is supplied with a DC voltage. The driver converts the input DC 
voltage to an AC voltage and supplies the AC voltage to a load, which comprises a gas dischaige lamp, an inductor connected in 
series with the lamp and a capacitor connected in parallel to the lamp. The AC voltage has a first high frequency during ignition 

^5 of the lamp and a second high frequency during normal operation of the lamp after its ignition. The first frequency is higher than 
the second frequency by a ratio of at least 2,2. By modulating the frequency of the AC voltage the ratio can be increased while still 
complying with EMI and RFI requirements. 
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Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules A3bisA and 64.1), Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the intemational 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. ^ The International Searching Authority has not been able to consider the validity of the priority claim because 

a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed was not available to the International 
Searching Authority at the time that the search was conducted (Rule 17.1). This opinion has nevertheless 
been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 
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Claims 
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Inventive step (IS) 
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Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 
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Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 The following documents are referred to in tliis communication: 

D1 : EP 0 1 14 370 A (SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAIT) 1 August 1 984 (1 984-08- 
01) 

D2 : US 6 667 586 B1 (BLAU DAVID ARTHUR) 23 December 2003 (2003-12-23) 
D3 : US 5 680 01 5 A (BERNITZ ET AL) 21 October 1 997 (1 997-1 0-21 ) 



INDEPENDENT CUMMS 1 AND 7 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.1 Document D1 is considered as the closest prior art. 

2.2 Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document) a high 
frequency driver for a gas discharge lamp (abstract and Rg. 1 ), which is in series with 
an inductor (Fig. 1 . inductor 1 2) and which has a capacitor connected in parallel to it (Fig. 
1 , capacitor 13 in parallel with gas discharge lamp 16), comprising: 

an oscillator (Fig. 1 , blocks 4, 8), which has DC input terminals for connecting to 
a DC source (Fig. 1, ±Ue) and AC output terminals for connecting to a load 
comprising the lamp, the inductor and the capacitor (from page 3. line 25 to page 
4, line 1 0 and Fig. 1 , intermediate node of blocks 4, 8), 

- ' the oscillator oscillating at a first high frequency during ignition of the lamp 
(abstract) and 

the oscillator oscillating at a second high frequency during normal operation 

of the lamp after its ignition (abstract), 

with the first frequency being higher than the second frequency by a 
ratio of at least 2,2 (from page 1 , line 34 to page 2, line 1 1 and claim 1 ). 
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As a consequence, claim 1 is not allowable for lack of novelty of its subject-matter, 
Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.3 Since claim 7 forms tfie conresponding independent method claim, the same objections 
apply. 

DEPENDENT CUKIMS 2-6, 8-13 

3 Dependent claims 2-6, 8-13 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
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the additional features defined in claims 4, 5 and 10, 11 are disclosed in 02 (page 
4, paragraph [0051]). The skilled person would then combine the modulation of the 
oscillation frequency with the high frequency driver of D1, thus arriving at the 
subject-matter of these claims without the use of an inventive step; 
the additional features defined In claims 6 and 12 are disclosed in 02 (from page 
2, paragraph [0038] to page 3, paragraph [0040] and Fig. 1). The skilled person 
would then combine the derivation of the modulating frequency of 02 with the high 
frequency driver of 01, and hence amving at the subject-matter of these claims 
without the use of an inventive step; 

the additional features defined in claim 13 are disclosed in 01 (abstract, claim 1 
and Fig. 1). 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

4 The subject-matter of claims 1-13 is industrially applicable in the field of gas discharge 
lamps. 
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